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There is a sense in which for several years past there has
been no unemployment on Tyneside: that is to say, no
unemployment of skilled men. To-day they are worth
their weight in gold; and if at the termination of the war a
Large amount of skilled labour is again threatened with long
unemployment, it will be a crime if we allow it to rot or
leave. It would be better to withdraw every aid isnd
subsidy to coalmining, housing, old age and even agriculture
itself, than to allow harm to come to the ultimate wealth'of
a seafaring country, the skilled men who make the ships and
handle them. If this, is not true, then the economic history
of England and Scotland since 1700 is one long lie.